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Bethany Pflueger, Conductor
Daniel Goldblum, Guest Conductor

Friday, November 7, 2025, 8:00 pm
Pre-Concert Discussion at 7:15 pm

First Church of the Nazarene of Pasadena

Program
Dance of the Hours from La Gioconda ............................. Amilcare Ponchielli (1834-1886)
Andante from Symphony No. 94 ... Joseph Haydn (1732-1809)
Intermission
Scheherazade, Op. 35 ..., Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov (1844-1908)

The Sea and Sinbad’s Ship

The Story of the Kalendar Prince

The Young Prince and the Young Princess

Festival at Baghdad; The Sea; The Ship Breaks against a Cliff Surmounted
by a Bronze Horsemen

Jane Yu, violin soloist



PROGRAM NOTES - PCO CONCERT, NOVEMBER 7, 2025

= Amilcare Ponchielli was an Italian opera composer, well-known and
. influential in his day, but today is best known for the opera La Gioconda
(usually rendered in English as The Ballad Singer). He had a rocky early
career, having been maneuvered out of a professorship at the Milan
Conservatory that he had won in a competition. Working small-time gigs,
he eventually found his way to La Scala and later had several of his operas
performed in that famous theater.

La Gioconda, completed in 1876 is still widely performed. It is based on a
play by Victor Hugo which was previously been set to music by at least
two earlier composers. It is a convoluted story of romantic rivalry and murder. But fortunately,
none of that is reflected in the delightful Dance of the Hours that we hear this evening. It is a
ballet from the final act of the opera (18" and 19" century operas often featured short ballets woven
into the story). Here, it’s an interlude in contrast to the drama of the opera, depicting the hours of
the day through a series of short numbers.

Both the name, La Gioconda, and the music, may feel familiar even if you’ve never seen the opera.
La Gioconda (Lisa del Giocondo) was the subject of Leonardo da Vinci’s famous Mona Lisa. And
the music of Dance of the Hours was immortalized in Disney’s 1940 film Fantasia, as a comic
ballet in which all the dancers are animals. You might also recognize the theme from a 1963
satirical song Hello Muddah, Hello Fadduh by Allan Sherman, featuring a letter-writing boy
having a miserable time at summer camp.

Franz Joseph Haydn was a prolific Austrian composer often credited as
“Father of the Symphony” and “Father of the String Quartet”. Indeed, his
numbered symphonies run to a total of 104. Haydn was fortunate to have
a patron to support his composition, and who provided an orchestra for
him to perform and mature his symphonies. Later in his career he visited
London where he was hugely popular and composed a set of six
symphonies. Symphony No. 94 is one of those. This evening, we hear the
delightful second movement Andante (the musical indication for a walking
pace) which features a theme of nursery-tune simplicity, followed by a
seamless set of variations. The interplay of winds and strings near the end is a tender balance of
elegance and simplicity from a master composer at the height of his powers.

Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov was a 19" century composer and a member of
the Russian group known as The Five (Mily Balakirev, César Cui, Modest
Mussorgsky, Alexander Borodin, and Rimsky-Korsakov). He is considered
a principal architect of the ‘Russian Style’ in orchestral music, influencing a
generation of younger composers, including non-Russians like Ravel,
Debussy, Dukas, and Respighi. In addition to composing and teaching,
Rimsky-Korsakov had a long and distinguished career in the Russian Navy.

Largely self-taught, with a natural talent for inventive orchestration, he became a professor of
composition at the St Petersburg Conservatory. But conscious of his lack of understanding of basic
music theory, he spent much time studying — to stay ahead of his students!



He is famous for a large body of popular orchestral works, including
the Russian Easter Festival Overture, Capriccio Espagnol, Flight of
the Bumblebee, and of course, Scheherazade. This symphonic suite
was inspired by the collection of Middle Eastern folktales called One
Thousand and One Nights (or The Arabian Nights), compiled in the
Arabic language during the Islamic Golden Age. The heroine of the
story survives mortal threats every night from her husband the Suntan
by captivating him with stories.

Scheherazade was first performed as a ballet in Paris in 1910 by the
famous Ballets Russes. Rimsky-Korsakov depicts four of these in
music. The dazzling orchestration spans a huge range of colors and
styles, from grand and majestic to boisterous dances to tender and sweet and always infused with
an oriental flavor. It is deservedly one of the most popular works in the entire orchestral repertoire.

About tonight’s Guest Conductor

Daniel Goldblum is a bassoonist, conductor, teaching artist, and music and filmmaker. He teaches
with Youth Orchestra Los Angeles as a bassoonist and conductor at their Heart of Los Angeles
site, and for four years was the winds teaching artist and an assistant conductor with the Eisner
Intergenerational Orchestra. Daniel completed his Master of Music at the Manhattan School of
Music, his Bachelor of Music at the University of Michigan, certificate studies at Bard, and non-
degree studies at the Music and Arts University of the City of Vienna. He has conducted previously
with the Kadima Conservatory of Music and taught at Bard College Conservatory and the
Crescendo Summer Institute in Hungary.

As a bassoonist Daniel has appeared with the Sarasota, Moritzburg, and Bowdoin Music Festivals,
the Orchestra Now, and the Neue Philharmonie Miinchen. He is principal bassoon of the Peninsula
Symphony and the Chamber Orchestra of the South Bay. As an interdisciplinary artist combining
music and film, Daniel premiered his live silent film score for Man with a Movie Camera at the
Wende Museum of the Cold War in Culver City, and his Bassoon Rap premiered at the New York
City Independent Film Festival.

Program notes by Stephen Unwin, PCO Board member

AUDIENCE SURVEY

Who are you? Why do you attend PCO concerts? How can we
improve your concert experience? We want to hear from you!

PCO wants to know what you think so we can create the best
concert experiences for everyone. Please complete our survey on
your phone (or at home) using the QR code or following the URL
below. Thank you for being part of our music community! Survey
closes on November 21. https://tinyurl.com/bddmep59




GUEST CONDUCTOR
Daniel Goldblum

VIOLIN I

Hong-Y1 Hiroki Hon*
Concertmaster

Jane Yu*
Co-Concertmaster

Ilana Amos

Alex Birkhold

Melissa Froehlich

Curtis Horton

Deanna Kitamura

Frank Mori

David Lee Ruest

Nancy Smith

Mary Yang

VIOLIN II
Adrienne Lee*
Principal
Yuri Choe
Martina Chen
David Daniels
Daniel Hooper
Joe Kertes
Tim McElrath
Hani Nejadrichi
Oliver Truong
Erica Zabowski

VIOLAS

Tammy Cognetta*
Elizabeth Giles
Rachel Goodrich
Mary House
Janina Morrison
Yoji Sierra

Anna Xan Urso
Kris Wittry

PERSONNEL

CELLOS

Kristin Nyquist*
Lara Ausubel
Rosemary Danelski
Ryan Fogal

Thom Fountain
Angela Kang
Michael Pinkham
Angelina Reddy
Elizabeth Wood

BASSES

Keith Brown*
Sam Hwang
Masis Parunyun
Connor Schultz
David Tranchina

FLUTES
Chase Rizkalla*
Olga Bergh
Irene Kim

OBOES
Aubree Cedillo*
Alex Banbury
Lynn Olson

CLARINETS
Richard Holloway*
Kaitlyn Davidson
Jess Joswick

BASSOONS
Don Fisher*
[lana Marks*

HORNS

Emily Kramer
Mariela Lee
Jennifer Thayer
Michael Turf

TRUMPETS
Mathew Harwich*
Bruce Haines

Joel Stoup

TROMBONES
Chuck Jacks*
Eric Kirchhoff
Olivia Nava

TUBA
Felix Diaz

PERCUSSION
Matt Pollard*
Caleb Conner*
Therese Laux
Brendan Moriak

HARP
Paul Baker*

STAGE MANAGER

Gary Green

LIBRARIAN
Thom Fountain
Olga Bergh

*Principal or Guest
Artist



STAY IN TOUCH

Stay informed about Orchestra events and news by visiting our website at
https://www.pcomusic.org/ for up-to-date concert information. We’re moving away from reliance
on paper communication, but you can pick up a copy of the season brochure at any of our concerts.

SUBSCRIBE

If you haven’t done so already, please subscribe to our concert announcements and occasional e-
mail Newsletter. You can sign up under ‘Contact us’ on the website, or by sending a short email
to info@pcomusic.org. We’re also on social media, and you can find Orchestra news there also:

0 Facebook: @PCO1983 https://www.facebook.com/PCO1983/

@ X/Twitter: @PCOrchestra https://twitter.com/PCOrchestra

‘@’ Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/pasadenacommunityorchestra/

O YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/@PCO1983
PLEASE CONSIDER DONATING

We rely on our generous donors for a major part of our operating ' PavPal
budget. Please consider donating to keep the Pasadena Community ayra
Orchestra performing always-free concerts for our local community. DONATETO PCO
We accept donations by check, PayPal, major credit card via PayPal,
and we gladly accept cash donations at our concerts. All donations are
fully tax-deductible.

] 9| o Pl

Zelle

We accept Zelle at
payment@pcomusic.org

Scan the QR code to go to the donation page:
https://www.pcomusic.org/support-donate/
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BOBBY URSO, Interim President ¢ BETHANY PFLUEGER, Music Director
Mary House, Past President ¢ Tammy Cognetta ¢ Thom Fountain ¢ Gary Green
Joe Kertes ¢ Eric Kirchhoff ¢ Stephen Unwin



DONORS

We thank our many donors who have generously given to the Pasadena Community Orchestra
since May 1, 2025, and the many donors who attended the Young Artist Competition fundraising
recital on October 4, 2025. Y our support is greatly appreciated. We also thank the many volunteers

who work behind the scenes to make our concert season possible.

CORPORATE SPONSOR
Mary Thornton House PC

MAJOR BENEFACTOR
($1000 & above)
Alexander Birkhold
& Andrew Norman
Walt Fidler
Pedro Pizarro & Monica Kohler
Jake & Helen Parunyan
Jennifer & Chris Thayer for YAC
& general operations

CONDUCTOR'S PODIUM
($500-5999)
Bruce Linsenmayer
Brad & Susan M. Ratliff
Wayne & Sue Reinecke,

in memory of Alan Reinecke
William & Rita Tully

CHAIR SPONSOR
($250-$499)

Michael & Deborah Fox
Lyn MacDougall

PATRON ($100-$249)
Dirk Asjes

Charles & Donna Bailey
Marilyn Brumder
Aubree Cedillo

Jason Chan

Yuri Choe

Janice Croft

David Daniels

Carrie Diaz

Laura DeFrancesco

Michael Fedrick

Margusto Beaver-Ferriols

David & Patricia Fortmeier

Bruce Haines

James Thornton & Mary House

Stephen Houston

Martha & Radford Hunt

Joe & Trish Kertes

Eric Kirchhoff

Laurence Leeland

Kenneth & Nancy Levin, in honor
of violinist Ilana Amos

Mark & Wendy McGrail

Janet Peters

Nancy & George Rothwell

Barbara Schufreider

Susan & Bill Sheff, in memory of
Dr. Roy Kohl

Marie Spencer, in memory of
Robert L. Spencer

Joel Stoup

Jo Ann Trinkle

Norman & Suzanne Turf

Stephen Unwin

Bobby Urso

Emmanuel Vasquez

Ron & Roberta White

Jane Yu

SPONSOR ($60-$99)

Jean Almeida, in honor of
Mary House's birthday

San Fernando Valley Estate
Planning Council in honor of
Mary House

Son Lieu

Victoria Mason

Marianne Marino Rorden, in
memory of Elizabeth Marino

Paige Taylor in memory of
Alan Reinecke &
Susie Kyropoulos

FRIEND (up to $59)
Cecile & Jim Bys
Maria Canela

Tamara Cognetta

Thom Fountain

Robert & Jeanine Kornstein
Tracy Miller

James & Joanne Morse
Zubin Olikara

Beth Pflueger
Fernando & Linda Roth
Lois Russell

Gabriel Ryder

Mary Lea Schander
Laura-Jean Skykhuis
Austin Tannous

Mary Wilson

NEXT CONCERT ~ FRIDAY, JANUARY 26, 2026
Be sure to attend our next concert, which features story telling in music, with works by Copland,
Respighi, Prokofiev and John Willams. The concert starts at 8:00pm, but come early to join a pre-
concert discussion with our Conductor, Beth Pflueger at 7:15pm.

4 WWW.PCOMusic.org ¢

Pasadena Community Orchestra Foundation, P.O. Box 92917, Pasadena, CA 91109-2917



