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Program 
 

Overture to Candide ………………………………….…..…….… Leonard Bernstein (1918-1990) 
 
Variations on a Shaker Melody ……………………………………… Aaron Copland (1900-1990) 
 
March from “1941”………………………………………………..……… John Williams (b. 1932) 
 

Intermission 
 
 
Piano Concerto No. 3 in D minor, Op. 30 ………………….…. Sergei Rachmaninoff (1873-1943) 
 Allegro ma non tanto 
 Adagio 
 Alla Breve 

Romain Jansen, piano soloist 
2025 Winner, Young Artist Competition, Open Division 

 
  



PROGRAM NOTES – PCO CONCERT, MAY 9, 2025 
 
Leonard Bernstein was one of the most important and influential musicians 
of the twentieth century. He was a pianist, composer, lecturer, music 
educator, humanitarian, and was the first American conductor to achieve 
international acclaim. His prodigious talent won him numerous awards, 
including seven Emmys, two Tonys, sixteen Grammys, and an Academy 
Award nomination. As a composer, Bernstein wrote in many styles, 
including symphonic and orchestral music, ballet, film and theatre music, 
choral works, opera, piano, and chamber music. Probably his most famous 
work is the musical West Side Story, Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet 
transported to New York’s Upper West Side. He shared his passion for 
classical music by using his teaching talents in the now-legendary lecture-
concert Young People’s Concerts with the New York Philharmonic Orchestra from 1958-1972, 
and broadcast live by CBS. 
 
Candide is an operetta composed by Bernstein, based on a novella by the French writer and 
philosopher Voltaire.  First performed in 1956, it was coldly received by audiences and critics, but 
the Overture has since become a staple of the repertoire. Bernstein conceived of the work as a 
comic operetta, and the overture reflects this with a score that mixes multiple styles and forms that 
is light and humorous, while maintaining a flavor of the original 18th century story. 
 

Aaron Copland was an American composer, teacher, and conductor, 
and along with Leonard Bernstein, widely regarded as one of the most 
important figures in 20th-century American music. (The photo is of 
Copland with Bernstein, ca. 1940). Born in Brooklyn in 1900, Copland 
studied in Paris with the famed teacher Nadia Boulanger before returning 
to the United States, where he began developing a unique musical voice. 
He became known for his ability to blend classical techniques with 
American folk styles, jazz influences, and open harmonies that evoked 
the vastness of the American landscape. Works like Appalachian Spring, 

Billy the Kid, Rodeo, and Fanfare for the Common Man brought classical music to a wider public 
and helped establish a distinctly American sound. 
 
Variations on a Shaker Melody is derived from Copland's ballet Appalachian Spring, basing it on 
the Shaker tune "Simple Gifts." In this arrangement, Copland explores the melody through a series 
of imaginative variations, highlighting different instrumental colors and moods while maintaining 
the simple, spiritual quality of the original tune. The piece reflects his skill at transforming folk 
material into sophisticated orchestral music. 
 
John Williams is a renowned American composer and conductor, best 
known for his iconic film scores that have become an integral part of 
cinematic history. With a career spanning over six decades, he has 
composed music for blockbuster films such as Star Wars, Indiana Jones, 
Jaws, Jurassic Park, and the Harry Potter series. Williams' music has 
earned him numerous awards, including multiple Academy Awards and 
Grammys. 
 
March from “1941” is a bold, energetic piece composed for Steven Spielberg’s 1979 satirical war-
comedy film 1941. The march captures the film’s over-the-top, satirical tone with driving rhythms, 



playful brass fanfares, and dramatic flair. Though the movie received mixed reviews, the March 
shines with Williams' talent for blending humor, excitement, and orchestral brilliance. 
 

Sergei Rachmaninoff was a Russian composer, pianist, and conductor 
known for his deeply expressive music and virtuosic piano writing. Born 
in 1873, he fled Russia with his family in the turmoil of 1917, eventually 
settling in the US.  He was one of the last great ‘romantic’ composers, with 
works that combined beautiful harmonies, sweeping melodies, and 
emotional intensity. He is best known for his large orchestral works like 
the Piano Concertos No. 2 and 3, Rhapsody on a Theme of Paganini, and 
Symphonic Dances. His music remains a favorite among performers and 
audiences for its passionate depth and technical brilliance. 
 
The Piano Concerto No. 3 in D minor, Op. 30, composed in 1909, is one 

of the most technically demanding and emotionally powerful works in the piano repertoire, written 
for his first tour of the United States. With Rachmaninoff’s sweeping Romantic melodies, intricate 
textures, and immense expressive range, the concerto features a rich interplay between piano and 
orchestra, between delicate lyricism and thunderous intensity. It is a favorite among virtuoso 
pianists and audiences, admired for both its lush romanticism and its technical challenges. 
 
 
About tonight’s soloist. Performing the Rachmaninoff Third 
Piano Concerto is the Orchestra’s 2025 winner in the Open 
Division of the Young Artist Competition, Pianist Romain 
Jansen. Romain is a soloist and a chamber musician. He enjoys 
discovering all kinds of repertoire, with an affinity for Russian 
romantic music. Romain is currently studying at the 
Conservatoire National Supérieur de Musique et Danse de Lyon, 
the Royal College of Music of London and the USC Thornton 
School. He has studied in masterclasses with renowned pianists 
and professors including Philippe Cassard, Anne Queffelec, 
Denis Pascal, Emmanuel Strosser, Claire Désert and Vittorio 
Forte.  You can read more details about our soloist on our website. 
 

Program notes by Stephen Unwin, PCO Board member 
 
 
 

AUDIENCE SURVEY 
 

Who are you?  Why do you attend PCO concerts? 
How can we improve your concert experience?  We want to hear from you! 

 
PCO wants to know what you think in order to create the best concert 
experiences for everyone. Please complete our survey on your phone (or at 
home!) using the QR code. As a thank you for your feedback, your name will 
be entered into a drawing for a $50 gift certificate. Thank you for being part of 
our success! Survey closes on May 23. 

https://forms.gle/8cs9EdQZU1p5Xo5N7 
 



PERSONNEL 
 
 

CONDUCTOR 
Bethany Pflueger 
 
VIOLIN I 
Hong-Yi Hiroki Hon* 
    Concertmaster 
Jane Yu* 
    Associate Concertmaster 
Ilana Amos 
Melissa Froehlich 
Curtis Horton 
Frank Mori 
Corinne Newbegin 
David Ruest 
Nancy Smith 
 
VIOLIN II 
Adrienne Lee* 
    Principal  
Christopher Lange* 
    Associate Principal 
Yuri Choe 
David Daniels 
Jenna Elliot 
Mike Fedrick 
Daniel Hooper 
Joe Kertes 
Kristin Lee 
Oliver Truong 
Erica Zabowski 
 
VIOLAS 
Tammy Cognetta* 
Rachel Goodrich 
Tim McElrath 
Janina Morrison 
Yoji Sierra  
Xan Urso 
Kris Wittry 

CELLOS 
Kristin Nyquist* 
Celeste Alexander 
Lara Ausubel 
Rosemary Danelski 
Ryan Fogal 
Thom Fountain 
Angela Kang 
Michael Pinkham 
Elizabeth Wood 
 
BASSES 
Keith Brown* 
Sam Hwang 
Masis Parunyun 
Connor Schultz 
David Tranchina 
 
FLUTES  
Chase Rizkalla* 
Olga Bergh 
Irene Kim 
 
OBOES 
Aubree Cedillo* 
Lynn Olson 
 
CLARINETS 
Richard Holloway* 
Kaitlyn Davidson 
Jess Joswick 
 
BASSOONS 
Ilana Marks* 
Allison Dettloff 
 
HORNS 
Emily Kramer 
Mariela Lee 
Jennifer Thayer 
Michael Turf 

 

TRUMPETS 
Mathew Harwich* 
Bruce Haines 
Joel Stoup 
 
TROMBONES 
Chuck Jacks* 
Christine Cheung 
Eric Kirchhoff 
Olivia Nava 
 
TUBA 
Felix Diaz 
 
PERCUSSION 
Matt Pollard* 
Therese Laux 
Brendan Moriak 
Gabriel Harvey 
London Johnson 
Cosmo Fernandez 
 
HARP 
Paul Baker 
 
PIANO 
Hong-Yi Hiroki Hon 
 
 
STAGE MANAGER 
Gary Green 
 
LIBRARIAN 
Thom Fountain 
 
 
*Principal or Guest 
Artist 

NEXT CONCERT ~ SATURDAY, JUNE 7, 2025 
Our 42nd Season ends with our always-popular Concert in the Park, in Sierra Madre on Saturday, 
June 7, at 6:30pm https://www.pcomusic.org/event/7jun2025/. The Orchestra will be back in the fall 
for a new season of glorious orchestral music! Sign up (below) for our email Newsletters for more 
details of the our concerts. https://www.pcomusic.org/pco-events/. 
  



STAY IN TOUCH 
 
Stay informed about Orchestra events and news by visiting our website at https://www.pcomusic.org/ 
for up-to-date concert information. We’re moving away from reliance on paper communication, but 
you can pick up a copy of the season brochure at any of our concerts. 
 
SUBSCRIBE 
 
If you haven’t done so already, please subscribe to our concert announcements and occasional e-mail 
Newsletter. You can sign up under ‘Contact us’ on the website, or by sending a short email to 
info@pcomusic.org. We’re also on social media, and you can find Orchestra news there also: 

 
Facebook:  @PCO1983   https://www.facebook.com/PCO1983/  
 
X/Twitter: @PCOrchestra   https://twitter.com/PCOrchestra  
 
Instagram:  https://www.instagram.com/pasadenacommunityorchestra/ 
 
YouTube:   https://www.youtube.com/@PCO1983  
 

PLEASE CONSIDER DONATING 
 
We rely on our generous donors for a major part of our operating 
budget. Please consider donating to keep the Pasadena Community 
Orchestra performing always-free concerts for our local community. 
We accept donations by check, PayPal, major credit card via PayPal, 
and we gladly accept cash donations at our concerts. All donations are 
fully tax-deductible.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
We are grateful to the following Organizations for partial support of the Orchestra: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
♦ PASADENA COMMUNITY ORCHESTRA BOARD OF DIRECTORS ♦ 

MARY HOUSE, President ♦ BETHANY PFLUEGER, Music Director 
Tammy Cognetta ♦ Thom Fountain ♦ Gary Green ♦ Joe Kertes 

Eric Kirchhoff ♦ Stephen Unwin ♦ Bobby Urso 
www.pcomusic.org 

Pasadena Community Orchestra Foundation, P.O. Box 92917, Pasadena, CA 91109-2917 

Scan the QR code to go the donation page: 
https://www.pcomusic.org/support-donate/ We accept Zelle at 

payment@pcomusic.org 



DONORS 
We thank our many donors who have generously given to the Pasadena Community Orchestra since 
April 29, 2024. At our January concert, we announced to our audience that all donations made at the 
event would support Orchestra members who lost their homes in the Eaton Fire. Your generous 
donations raised over $8,000 for our colleagues. We are deeply moved by your outpouring of support. 
We also thank the many volunteers who work behind the scenes to make our concert season possible. 
 

CORPORATE SPONSOR 
Mary Thornton House PC 
 
MAJOR BENEFACTOR 
$1000 and above) 
Alexander Birkhold 
   & Andrew Norman 
Walt Fidler 
Thom Fountain 
Pedro Pizarro & Monica Kohler 
Adrienne Lee & Raynor Carroll 
   in honor of Julia Perry &  
   in memory of Alice Coulombe 
Joel, Jo, David & Joan Russell Stoup 
Jennifer & Chris Thayer 
   donation toward supply musicians 
Ruth Wolman, the Otto & 
   Marianne Wolman Foundation 
 
CONDUCTOR'S PODIUM 
($500-$999) 
Gregory Alexander 
Bruce Linsenmayer 
Jake & Helen Parunyan 
Brad & Susan M. Ratliff 
Wayne & Sue Reinecke, 
   in memory of Alan Reinecke 
William & Rita Tully 
Betsey Tyler 
Jung Yu 
 
CHAIR SPONSOR ($250-$499) 
Tobias Delbruck 
Mike & Kim Fedrick 
Bruce & Lynn Haines 
John Hallstrom 
Deanna Kitamura 
Lyn MacDougal 
Charles Dunn & Sumita Nandi 
Stephen Unwin 
 
PATRON ($100-$249) 
Rich Alvidrez & Jane Mathews 
   in memory of Carlos Alvidrez 
Asjes Family 
Charles & Donna Bailey 
Linda & Otto Benedict 
Diane Branson, in memory of 
   Richard P. Branson 
Charlotte Cantrell 
Bill & Ilse Cassell 
Deborah Charlie-Bartell 
Yuri Choe 
Lorrie Cobain 
Janice Croft 
Laura De Francesco 

Jeffrey & Carol Gerber 
Susan Gratch 
Gohar Grigorian 
Henry Hall 
Tom Haworth 
Greg Hoenes 
Mary House 
Mary Hunt 
Trish & Joe Kertes 
Eric Kirchhoff 
Karen Klages 
Pam & Sandy Koot 
Emily Kramer 
Hyung Lee 
Laurence Leeland 
Mark McGrail 
Wendy McGrail 
Fred Morrison 
Daryl Nagamine 
Kevin O'Herin 
Bill & Beth Owen 
Masis Parunyan 
Laurie Ann Perrou 
Mandy Peterson 
Cynthia Prochaska 
Dennis Radersma 
Patricia Rees & David Hotchkiss 
Fernando & Linda Roth 
Nancy & George Rothwell 
Lawrence Rubenstein 
David Ruest 
Mary Schander 
Charles & Barbara Schufreider 
Philip & Rosa Shiner 
Nancy Smith 
Susan & Jim Stanley 
Peggy Taylor 
Norman Thomas 
Laurine Tuleja 
   In memory of Lois Athena 
Norman & Suzanne Turf 
Ron & Roberta White 
Hueipin Yang 
Mary Yang, in honor of Bingsun Yang 
   & Longzhu Shen 
 
SPONSOR ($60-$99) 
Karen Bu 
Deborah Ellis 
David & Patricia Fortmeier 
Valerie Hernandez 
Tom & Susan Kemp 
Ray & Laraine Madden 
Margaret Matthes 
 

Zubin Olikara 
Marianne Rorden, in memory of 
   Elizabeth Marino 
Paige Schenker, in memory of 
   Alan Reinecke  
   & Susie Kyropoulos 
Gayle Taylor 
Roberta Wilcox 
 
FRIEND (up to $59) 
Makayla Arvesen 
Shelly Berner 
Cecile & Jim Bys 
Aubree Cedillo 
Tamara Cognetta 
Rosemary Danelski 
Kathi Ellsworth 
Ann Fossan 
Avedis Frandjian 
Michael & Beatrice Fruchter 
Naomi Fukuchi 
Gary Green 
Eddy Hartomo 
Richard Harvey 
Daniel Hooper 
Heidi Jenkins 
William & Sisilia Jones 
Hee Yeun Kang 
Wendy Keller 
Eddie Kim 
Jae Kim 
Adam & Renee Kotlewski 
Laura Kush 
Christine S Lee 
Dolores Loera 
Ali Mawji 
James & Joanne Morse 
Zubin Olikara 
Beth Pflueger 
Lisa Roa 
Jennifer Ruff 
Shilpa Shah 
Carli Simons 
Bonnie Skolnik 
Sarah Soza 
Mary Sramek, Estate Planning & Trust 
   Council of Long Beach, in honor of 
   Judge Mary Thornton House 
Dee Trent 
Oliver Truong 
Barbara Watkins 
Carole Weeks 
Mary Wilson 
Arada Zabounian 
 

 


