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Bethany Pflueger, Conductor

Friday, March 14, 2025, 8:00 pm
Pre-Concert Discussion at 7:15 pm

First Church of the Nazarene of Pasadena

Program

A Short Piece for Orchestra ............coooiiiiiiiiii i Julia Perry (1924-1979)

Violin Concerto in D minor, Op. 47 .....oooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e Jean Sibelius (1865-1957)
Allegro moderato

Minji Choi, violin solo
2025 Winner, Young Artist Competition, Junior Division

Intermission

Symphony No. 8 in G major, Op.88 .......ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiii e, Antonin Dvoték (1841-1904)
Allegro con brio
Adagio
Allegretto grazioso
Allegro ma non troppo



PERSONNEL

CONDUCTOR CELLOS TRUMPETS
Bethany Pflueger Kristin Nyquist* Mathew Harwich*
Celeste Alexander Bruce Haines
VIOLIN I Lara Ausubel Joel Stoup
Hong-Yi Hiroki Hon* Thom Fountain
Concertmaster Angela Kang TROMBONES
Jane Yu* Michael Pinkham Chuck Jacks*
Associate Concertmaster Elizabeth Wood Eric Kirchhoff
Alex Birkhold Olivia Nava
Melissa Froehlich BASSES
Curtis Horton Keith Brown* TUBA
Deanna Kitamura Sam Hwang Felix Diaz
Frank Mori Masis Parunyun
Corinne Newbegin Connor Schultz PERCUSSION
David Ruest David Tranchina Matt Pollard*
Nancy Smith Therese Laux
Mary Yang FLUTES Brendan Moriak
Chase Rizkalla*
VIOLIN II Olga Bergh KEYBOARD
Adrienne Lee* Irene Kim Alan Prochaska
Principal
Christopher Lange* OBOES
Associate Principal Aubree Cedillo* STAGE MANAGER
David Daniels Alex Banbury Gary Green
Mike Fedrick
Harim Fuentes CLARINETS LIBRARIAN
Daniel Hooper Richard Holloway* Thom Fountain
Joe Kertes Kaitlyn Davidson
Kristen Lee
Dayna Li BASSOONS *Principal or Guest
Oliver Truong Ilana Marks* Artist
Allison Dettloff
VIOLAS
Tammy Cognetta* HORNS
Elizabeth Giles Emily Kramer
Rachel Goodrich Mariela Lee
Janina Morrison Jennifer Thayer
Yoji Sierra Michael Turf
Xan Urso
Kris Wittry

NEXT CONCERT ~ FRIDAY, MAY 9, 2025

Be sure to attend our next concert, which features the Open Division winner of our annual Young
Artist Competition, Romain Jansen, playing Rachmaninoff’s Third Piano Concerto. Also on the
program are works by Leonard Bernstein, Aaron Copland, and John Williams. The concert starts at
8:00pm, but come early to join a pre-concert discussion with our Conductor, Beth Pflueger at 7:15pm.



PROGRAM NOTES - PCO CONCERT, MARCH 14, 2025

~ African-American composer Julia Perry was a 20th-century composer who is
not well-known, but whose music is long overdue for a revival. She received
musical training at the Berkshire Music Center in Tanglewood, and later at the
Juilliard School of Music. Studying conducting and composing, she was
awarded a Guggenheim Fellowship in 1954. She was a student of the legendary
teacher Nadia Boulanger in Paris, winning the Boulanger Grand Prix for her
Viola Sonata, and she received a second Guggenheim Fellowship to study in
Italy.

—4" Perry’s early work was strongly influenced by African-American musical
styles, including many songs. Later she became more adventurous, experimenting with dissonance,
an example being her Stabat Mater for contralto and string orchestra. She went on to write music in
many genres within the classical realm, including chamber music, concertos for violin and for piano,
a ballet, three operas, and twelve symphonies. Her output runs to many dozens of works, many of
which are unpublished or have been neglected.

The Short Piece for Orchestra from 1952 is one of a handful of Perry’s works to be recorded. It’s
energetic and dramatic, making full use of the orchestral color palette, and featuring sharp contrasts
in mood and a haunting slow section before the abrupt ending.

Jean Sibelius was widely credited with helping his native Finland develop a
national identity and resist control by Russia in the late 19" century. He
showed a strong interest in nature from an early age, and this is captured in
many of his mature works. Originally studying law, he switched to the
Helsinki Music Institute where he studied composition and developed a
lifelong friendship with the pianist-composer Ferruccio Busoni. He wrote
music in many genres, but he is best-known for his set of seven symphonies
which are a staple of the orchestral repertoire, the nationalistic tone poem
Finlandia, and several orchestral color pieces inspired by nature and based
on Nordic mythology.

The epic Violin Concerto was composed shortly after his First Symphony. It is one of the few 20"
century violin concertos to have reached the stature of the ‘greats’, like Beethoven, Brahms,
Mendelssohn, and Tchaikovsky, and it has since become a staple of the concerto repertory, despite
its formidable technical challenges. It is orchestral in scope, with huge climaxes interspersed with
calm and lyrical episodes, usually led by the soloist. An atmosphere of mystery is created at the very
start, with shimmering violins that usher in the soloist’s first theme. Much of the music is dark and
brooding, but with interludes of lightness and transparency. The boisterous finale is a breathtaking
race to the finish line.

Antonin Dvoiak was a Czech composer of the late 19 century who often used rhythms and melodic
styles from the folk music of Moravia and his native Bohemia. He was a master of blending folk
influences into the long tradition of symphonic orchestral music. Talented as a violinist from an early
age, he attended several music schools while developing his composing skills. He struggled to make
a living in music until a strong endorsement by Johannes Brahms set him on a path to well-deserved
fame. He wrote piano and chamber music, symphonies, and a Cello Concerto, one of the all-time
favorites in this genre. Dvotdk’s visit to the US in 1892 was at the height of his fame. There, he wrote
two of his best-loved works — the Twelfth String Quartet, the American, and the New World



Symphony. He was a strong advocate for the music of Native Americans and
. African-Americans, feeling that these could form the basis for a national style
of ‘classical” music.

Written a year before his visit to America, Dvorak’s Symphony No. 8 is a work
of almost pure joy. Rich in beautiful melodies, and sumptuously orchestrated,
it’s a celebration of optimism in life. There are darker moments, like the
brooding opening before the cheery flute enters, but influenced by the peace
and beauty of the fields and woods at his home in southern Bohemia, the overall
mood feels poetic and relaxed.

About tonight’s soloist. Performing the first movement of the Sibelius
Concerto is the Orchestra’s 2025 winner in the Junior Division of the
Young Artist Competition, violinist Minji Choi. Minji Choi is a 15-
year-old South Korean violinist who aspires to share her passion and
connect with the audience through music. She has played for renowned
violinists such as Donald Weilerstein, Stefan Jackiw, Jessica Lee,
Jinjoo Cho, Paul Kantor, Qian Zhou, Margaret Batjer, and Bing Wang.
Choi has appeared as a soloist with the Bellflower Symphony, the
Sierra Vista Chamber Orchestra, and the Southern California
Philharmonic. Significant awards include the 2025 YoungArts Winner,
the Young Artist Award at the Singapore Violin Festival, and honorable
mention in the 2024 LA Music Center’s Spotlight Awards.

An active ensemble player, Choi has participated in the Chamber Music
OC Pre-College Program, and has played in chamber music
masterclasses for Julian Martin, Jean-Michel Fonteneau, Natasha Brofsky, Seth Knopp, Rohan de
Silva, Margaret Batjer, Paul Katz, and Pei-Shan Lee. Choi was also a member of the Pacific
Symphony Youth Orchestra and previously served as the concertmaster of the Pacific Symphony
Santiago Strings, selected for its Quartet and Soloist.

Program notes by Stephen Unwin, PCO Board member

AUDIENCE SURVEY

Who are you? Why do you attend PCO concerts?
How can we improve your concert experience? We want to hear from you!

PCO wants to know what you think in order to create the best concert
experiences for everyone. Please complete our survey on your phone (or at
home!) using the QR code. As a thank you for your feedback, your name will
be entered into a drawing for a $50 gift certificate. Thank you for being part of
our success! Survey closes on March 28.

[al:

https://forms.gle/8cs9EdQZU1p5X05N7



https://forms.gle/8cs9EdQZU1p5Xo5N7

STAY IN TOUCH

Stay informed about Orchestra events and news by visiting our website at https://www.pcomusic.org/
for up-to-date concert information. We’re moving away from reliance on paper communication, but
you can pick up a copy of the season brochure at any of our concerts.

SUBSCRIBE

If you haven’t done so already, please subscribe to our concert announcements and occasional e-mail
Newsletter. You can sign up under ‘Contact us’ on the website, or by sending a short email to
info@pcomusic.org. We’re also on social media, and you can find Orchestra news there also:

o Facebook: @PCO1983 https://www.facebook.com/PCO1983/

@ X/Twitter: @PCOrchestra https://twitter.com/PCOrchestra

‘@’ Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/pasadenacommunityorchestra/

o YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/@PCO1983

PLEASE CONSIDER DONATING

We rely on our generous donors for a major part of our operating ' PavPal
budget. Please consider donating to keep the Pasadena Community y
Orchestra performing always-free concerts for our local community. DONATETO PCO

We accept donations by check, PayPal, major credit card via PayPal,
and we gladly accept cash donations at our concerts. All donations are
fully tax-deductible.
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We are grateful to the following Organizations for partial support of the Orchestra:
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¢ PASADENA COMMUNITY ORCHESTRA BOARD OF DIRECTORS ¢
MARY HOUSE, President ¢ BETHANY PFLUEGER, Music Director
Tammy Cognetta ¢ Thom Fountain ¢ Gary Green 4 Joe Kertes
Eric Kirchhoff ¢ Stephen Unwin ¢ Bobby Urso
WWW.pcomusic.org
Pasadena Community Orchestra Foundation, P.O. Box 92917, Pasadena, CA 91109-2917
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DONORS

We thank our many donors who have generously given to the Pasadena Community Orchestra since
April 29, 2024. At our January concert, we announced to our audience that all donations made at the
event would support Orchestra members who lost their homes in the Eaton Fire. Your generous
donations raised over $8,000 for our colleagues. We are deeply moved by your outpouring of support.
We also thank the many volunteers who work behind the scenes to make our concert season possible.

CORPORATE SPONSOR
Mary Thornton House PC

MAJOR BENEFACTOR
$1000 and above)
Alexander Birkhold
& Andrew Norman
Walt Fidler
Thom Fountain
Pedro Pizarro & Monica Kohler
Adrienne Lee and Raynor Carroll
in memory of Alice Coulombe
Joel, Jo, David & Joan Russell Stoup
Jennifer & Chris Thayer
donation toward supply musicians
Ruth Wolman, the Otto &
Marianne Wolman Foundation

CONDUCTOR'S PODIUM
($500-$999)
Gregory Alexander
Bruce Linsenmayer
Jake & Helen Parunyan
Brad & Susan M. Ratliff
Wayne & Sue Reinecke,
in memory of Alan Reinecke
William & Rita Tully
Betsey Tyler
Jung Yu

CHAIR SPONSOR ($250-$499)
Tobias Delbruck

Mike & Kim Fedrick

Bruce & Lynn Haines

John Hallstrom

Deanna Kitamura

Lyn MacDougal

Charles Dunn & Sumita Nandi
Stephen Unwin

PATRON ($100-$249)

Rich Alvidrez & Jane Mathews
in memory of Carlos Alvidrez

Asjes Family

Charles & Donna Bailey

Linda & Otto Benedict

Diane Branson, in memory of
Richard P. Branson

Charlotte Cantrell

Bill & Ilse Cassell

Deborah Charlie-Bartell

Yuri Choe

Lorrie Cobain

Janice Croft

Laura De Francesco

Tobi Delbruck

Jeffrey & Carol Gerber

Susan Gratch

Gohar Grigorian

Henry Hall

Tom Haworth

Greg Hoenes

Mary House

Mary Hunt

Trish & Joe Kertes

Eric Kirchhoff

Karen Klages

Pam & Sandy Koot

Emily Kramer

Hyung Lee

Laurence Leeland

Lyn MacDougall

Mark McGrail

Wendy McGrail

Fred Morrison

Daryl Nagamine

Kevin O'Herin

Bill & Beth Owen

Masis Parunyan

Laurie Ann Perrou

Mandy Peterson

Cynthia Prochaska

Denni Radersma

Patricia Rees & David Hotchkiss

Nancy & George Rothwell

Lawrence Rubenstein

David Ruest

Mary Schander

Charles & Barbara Schufreider

Philip & Rosa Shiner

Nancy Smith

Susan & Jim Stanley

Peggy Taylor

Norman Thomas

Laurine Tuleja

Norman & Suzanne Turf

Betsey Tyler

Carole Weeks

Ron & Roberta White

Hueipin Yang

Mary Yang, in honor of Bingsun Yang
& Longzhu Shen

SPONSOR ($60-$99)
Karen Bu

Deborah Ellis

David & Patricia Fortmeier
Valerie Hernandez

Tom & Susan Kemp

Ray & Laraine Madden

Marianne Rorden, in memory of
Elizabeth Marino

Paige Schenker, in memory of
Alan Reinecke
& Susie Kyropoulos

Gayle Taylor

FRIEND (up to $59)

Makayla Arvesen

Shelly Berner

Cecile & Jim Bys

Aubree Cedillo

Tamara Cognetta

Rosemary Danelski

Kathi Ellsworth

Ann Fossan

Avedis Frandjian

Michael & Beatrice Fruchter

Naomi Fukuchi

Gary Green

Eddy Hartomo

Richard Harvey

Daniel Hooper

Heidi Jenkins

William & Sisilia Jones

Hee Yeun Kang

Wendy Keller

Eddie Kim

Jae Kim

Adam & Renee Kotlewski

Christine S Lee

Dolores Loera

Ali Mawji

James & Joanne Morse

Zubin Olikara

Beth Pflueger

Lisa Roa

Fernando & Linda Roth

Jennifer Ruff

Shilpa Shah

Carli Simons

Bonnie Skolnik

Sarah Soza

Mary Sramek, Estate Planning & Trust
Council of Long Beach, in honor of
Judge Mary Thornton House

Dee Trent

Oliver Truong

Barbara Watkins

Carole Weeks

Mary Wilson

Arada Zabounian



